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guide books were developed with touristic

destinations and maps of Shirak and Ar-
mavir regions of Armenia (please refer to
www.developmentprinciples.org).

To further foster the development of rural
tourism in Armenia and the region DP
shared its expertise and practice with Heifer
Armenia supporting the latter to implement
Promoting Innovative Rural Tourism
(PIRT) Regional cooperation project be-
tween Armenia, Bulgaria, Georgia and Tur-
key (co-funded by the European Union).




Rural Tourism Development Initiative

Development Principles (DP) is a non-
profit non-governmental organization
aimed to invest in people and empower
them to create positive change in their
own lives.

DP envisages a world where people live
a dignified life in peace and harmony
with society and the environment. DP
provides quality services that effectively
respond to the needs of disadvantaged
people.

Since its foundation (in 2004) DP has
built a strong track record of success-
fully completed development projects
implemented alone or in cooperation
with partners.

In 2013-2014 DP implemented Rural
Tourism Development Initiative pro-
ject funded by EDMC/USAID.

The objective of this project is to improve the tourism
sector in Armenia by identifying new sites and destina-
tions in 7 marzes, namely Armavir, Shirak, Aragatsotn,
Tavush, Gegharkunik, Kotayk and Ararat marzes. The
project total budget for 7 marzes was USD 48940.

The Rural Tourism Development Initiative was di-
rected at institutional and community capacity build-
ing and provided Tour Operators in Armenia the op-
portunity to develop new local destinations of cul-
tural and historic heritage and natural resources in
rural areas to include into their tour packages.

Although Armenian tourism products are
diverse, local tour operators “sell” mostly
traditional tour packages limiting them to the
small number of attractions. Local tour op-
erators are interested in destination manage-
ment approach to increase their sales, em-
ployment and foreign exchange income for
Armenia. This activity supports both rural
vendors and tour operators. This exercise is
economically beneficial for the rural inhabi-
tants who can offer accommodation services

in the form of guest houses and/or B&Bs.

The project consisted of the following
components:
o Assessment of the cultural, natural

and historic resources in marzes and
the development of new itineraries

o Development and printing of
promotional Guidebook and map
describing the marz and suggesting
new itineraries for all Marzes.

) Organization of hospitality trainings in

marzes



